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Background
�‡This began as an examination of how different sites 
along a SW Wisconsin stream have responded to 
restoration efforts
�‡There were 3 study sites: 2006, 2009, or 2010  (named 
based on the year the were restored)
�‡Each site was sampled in June and again in August 
�‡Sampling included habitat, invertebrates, and fish

Fig 1.Sampling fish populations 
with a backpack electrofisher. 

The Mystery: Where did the sculpin go?
�‡Mottled sculpin were the most common fish in all 3 sites during June
�‡Mottled sculpin were the most common fish in the 2006 and 2009 sites during August
�‡Mottled sculpin were gone from the 2010 site in August

Fig 2. Relative abundance of the different fish  species 
sampled  in June and August at each site

Fig 3. Mottled sculpin(Cottusbairdi) 
are bottom-dwellers and prefer 
rocky substrates and clean water
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Hypotheses
�‡Maybe the in-stream habitat of site 2010 changed 
dramatically between June and August
�‡Maybe the vegetation around site 2010 changed 
dramatically between June and August
�‡Maybe there were fewer invertebrates in site 
2010 (and thus less food)
�‡�0�D�\�E�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���P�R�U�H���³�%�L�J���)�L�V�K�´���L�Q���V�L�W�H������������
(and they were eating all the sculpin)
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The Evidence

Fig 4. Stream bottom composition in 
June and August at each site 

Fig 5. Riparian vegetation composition 
in June and August at each site 

Figs 6 & 7.Overall abundance and 
diversity of aquatic invertebrates in 
June and August at each site 

Fig 8.Number of trout (brook and 
brown) in June and August at each site 

�7�K�H���P�\�V�W�H�U�\���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���X�Q�V�R�O�Y�H�G�«
�‡There was no evidence that the in-stream habitat or riparian 
vegetation of site 2010 changed dramatically between June and 
August  and it remained fairly consistent with other sites
�‡Seasonal changes and overall abundance of the invertebrate and 
fish communities were relatively consistent among the sites
�‡Further research and monitoring will be needed to get to the 
�E�R�W�W�R�P���R�I���W�K�L�V���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���P�\�V�W�H�U�\�«�V�W�D�\���W�X�Q�H�G����


